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Language Name: Central Alaskan Yup'ik Eskimo. Autonym: Yup'ik or Yupiaq 'real person'. 

Location: Central Alaskan Yup'ik Eskimo is spoken south of Golovin and Elim (Norton Sound), on Nunivak r Island, on 
the Yukon (to Holy Cross) and Kuskokwim (to Sleetmute) Rivers, and the north coast of the Alaskan Peninsula. 

Family: Yupik (Western Eskimo) branch of the Eskimo subfamily of the Eskimo- Aleut family. 

Related Languages: Central Alaskan Yup'ik is most closely related to four other Yupik languages that compose the Yupik 
(Western Eskimo) branch of the Eskimo family. The other four Yupik languages are Aluttiq Alaskan Yupik, Central 
Siberian Yupik, Naukanski, and Sireniski. The other branch of the Eskimo family includes the Inuit languages that com- 
pose a dialect chain of very closely related languages spoken in northern Alaska, Canada and Greenland. 

Dialects: Central Alaskan Yup'ik has five dialects with considerable phonological and lexical variation: Norton Sound, 
Hooper Bay and Chevak, Nunivak, General Central Yup'ik, and Egegik (Miyaoka 1993). Data in this chapter are from the 
General Central Alaskan Yup'ik language as spoken on Nelson Island and the Kuskokwim River by George Charles and 
Liz Charles Ali. 

Number of Speakers: 13,000 out of a population of 18,000 in the ethnic group. 
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